
MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOLS 

BOARD BITS 

  

Review of May 17, 2021 

Regular Board Meeting 

 

Mark Iiames, board president, called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., held in room 

116 in the Lecture Hall at Miami East High School. The country was honored by the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Roll Call was taken with board members Kevin Accurso, John Demmitt, Brandon Fellers, 

Mark Iiames, and Mike Rindler in attendance.  

Also in attendance were: Jamie Brown, staff member; Todd Gentis, staff member; Scott 

Donaldson, staff member; Cheyenne Moran, staff member; Josh Roeth, parent; and Matt Clevenger, 

Troy Daily News. 

 

     

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments heard. 

 

GOOD NEWS INFORMATION/RECOGNITION REPORT: 

Miami East FFA.  Congratulations to the Miami East FFA for being recognized as a Top Ten 

Chapter in the state in the area of Building Communities.  Congratulations to Lauren Wright for being 

named the State Winner in the Vegetable Production Proficiency!!! Congratulations to Emma 

Sutherly for being named the State Runner-Up in the Goat Production Proficiency!!! 

District Science Fair Results 20-21 

Congratulations to the following Miami East Vikings that participated in the Ohio Academy of 

Science District Science Fair this school year. 

Shelby Buck - 7th grade - received a GOOD rating on her project "Testing Lead in Dog Products" 

John Weddle - 8th grade - received a SUPERIOR rating on his project "Effects of Music on Soybean 

Plant Growth". John also won a $100 award from the Ohio Soybean Council. 

Katie Weddle - 11th grade - received a SUPERIOR rating on her project "Which Color Do Backyard 

Birds Prefer?" 

John & Katie have both qualified to present their projects at the STATE Science Fair. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

A. Treasurer’s Report to the Board/Consent Agenda Items – Lisa Fahncke 

Brandon Fellers moved and John Demmitt seconded motion to approve the following: 

 

1. Recommend approval of the minutes of the regular board meeting of April 19, 2021, as 

presented by the treasurer.   

 

2. Recommend approval of financial statements for April, 2021 and the five-year forecast to be 

submitted by May 31, 2021.    



 

3. The then and now Treasurer’s 412 certification, as presented    

 

4. The estimated resource modification, as follows:  

 

Increase estimated resources for the Cafeteria fund 006 by $30,000 

 

5. Approve account modifications, as presented.  

 
   Motion Passed 

 

B. Treasurer’s Report to the Board/Regular Agenda Items 

 

1. Mike Rindler moved and Kevin Accurso seconded motion to approve cash donations 

as follows: 

 

 $8,456 from the Doris McMillan Memorial for the Miami East FFA 

Program 

 $100 from Beth Culbertson for the Miami East Athletic Program 

 $49.75 from various donors for the Miami East Athletic Cheer 

Program 

 $100 from the American Heart Association to the Elementary 

Principal’s fund 
 

                  Motion Passed 

 

2. John Demmitt moved and Brandon Fellers seconded motion to approve the renewal 

of liability, property, and fleet insurance from the Ohio School Plan through The 

Hylant Administrative Services for July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  

 
   Motion Passed 

 
 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

  A.         EMPLOYMENT ITEMS: 

  

1.       Kevin Accurso moved and Mike Rindler seconded the motion to approve the  

    acceptance of Diane Lochtefeld’s letter of resignation, effective at the conclusion  

   of the 2020-2021 school year as a bus driver. 

 
       Motion Passed 

 

2.       Mike Rindler moved and John Demmitt seconded the motion to approve the  

   acceptance of Susan Slone’s letter of resignation, effective at the conclusion  

   of the 2020-2021 school year as a preschool bus aide. 

 
       Motion Passed 

 

 

 

 

 



3.     Brandon Fellers moved and John Demmitt seconded the motion to approve Cheyenne  

   Moran, as a High School Family and Consumer Science instructor, at Miami East High 

   School with a Bachelor’s Degree, on a one year limited contract, step 2, for the 2021- 

   2022 school year. 

 
      Motion Passed 
 

 

4.        John Demmitt moved and Kevin Accurso seconded the motion to approve an  

   unpaid leave of absence for the following employee(s): 

 

   Susan Blocher – May 28, 2021 (1 Days) 

   Tammy Hamiel – April 1 thru May 18, 2021 

 
     Motion Passed 

 
 

                       5.  Mike Rindler moved and John Demmitt seconded the motion to approve Kim  

    Wagner’s request for FMLA Leave beginning April 6, 2021. 

 
                    Motion Passed 
 

 

6.       Kevin Accurso moved and Mike Rindler seconded the approval of substitute teachers  

   who have been approved by the Miami County Educational Service Center and are  

   on file in the central office.  These are all on an as needed basis for the 2020-2021  

   school year.  The board-approved rate of pay has been set at $95.00 per day through  

   10
th
 consecutive day and $100.00 per day from 11

th
 day through 60 days in the same  

   position, then placed on beginning salary schedule. 

 
               Motion Passed   

 

7.       Brandon Fellers moved and Kevin Accurso seconded the approval of the renewal of  

   teaching contracts for certified employee, on the approved teacher salary schedule,  

   effective for the 2021-2022 school year as follows:                          
          THREE-YEAR LIMITED:    

     High School:   Dan Peterson 

 
      Motion Passed 
 

 8.   John Demmitt moved and Kevin Accurso seconded the approval of the following  

   certificated personnel for upgrade of degrees on the approved salary schedule: 

  

      Masters +15 to Masters +30 – Tricia Brautigam 

     Masters to Masters + 15– Daniel Hickman 

 
      Motion Passed 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               9.    Mike Rindler moved and John Demmitt seconded 

     approval of the following persons for supplemental contracts, effective for the  

    2021-2022 school year, based on their years of experience, at the board 

    approved rate of pay: 

                                                

   HIGH  SCHOOL      

Academic Team Advisor- Melissa Beal 

National High School Honor Society Advisor- Melissa Beal 

Freshmen Class Advisor – Stacey Byrne 

Pride in ME Advisor- Stacey Byrne 

Math Department Chair – Gary Church 

Social Studies Department Chair- Kevin Evans 

English Department Chair- Kalyn Hollatz 

Special Education Chair- Kristy Hurst  

Muse Machine Advisor- Kristy Hurst 

Senior Class Advisor- Kristy Hurst 

Musical Director - Kristy Hurst - Step 1 

Pep Band Director- Jeff Smith 

Band Director- Jeff Smith – Step 6 

  Assistant Marching Band- Chris Weddle- Step 3 

Elective Department Chair- Jeff Smith 

Sophomore Class Advisor- Breanne Stager 

Yearbook Advisor- Cynde Sroufe 

  Science Department Chair- Becky Weldy  

Science Fair Coordinator- Becky Weldy 
                           
      Motion Passed 

 

10.       Kevin Accurso moved and Brandon Fellers seconded the motion to approve Bruce 

   Vanover, as a summer school tutor, at Miami East High School, on an as needed basis. 

                                    
      Motion Passed 

 

 

 11.       John Demmitt moved and Mike Rindler seconded the motion to approve Brian Kadel  

   and Daniel Hickman, as a summer school tutor, at Miami East Junior High School,  

   on an as needed basis. 

                                    
      Motion Passed 

 

 

12.     Brandon Fellers moved and Kevin Accurso seconded the approval of the following    

    supplemental contract, effective for the 2020-2021school year for Musical  

   Instrumental Director- Ken DeWeese- Step 1. 

    
       Motion Passed 

 

 

B.        APPROVAL OF CLASS OF 2021 FOR GRADUATION: 
 

   John Demmitt moved and Mike Rindler seconded the motion of approval of the Class of  

   2021, which includes 98 seniors, for graduation on May 28, 2021, 7:30 p.m.    

 
                   Motion Passed 

 



C.       EARLY RELEASE FOR SENIORS:  

 

  Mike Rindler moved and Brandon Fellers seconded the motion of approval for 3 days early  

  release days for Seniors on May 25, 26, and 27, 2021.  Graduation will take place on May 28,  

  2021. 

  
    Motion Passed 

 

 

D.        EXTRA-CURRICULAR TRANSPORTATION FEE POLICY:  

     Kevin Accurso moved and John Demmitt seconded the motion to approve the 2021- 

   2022 Extra-Curricular Transportation Fee Policy.  

 
    Motion Passed 

 

 

  E.        MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT RANDOM DRUG TESTING POLICY: 

 

Brandon Fellers moved and Mike Rindler seconded the motion to approve the following 

Random Drug testing Program for the 2021-2022 school year:          

 

The Miami East Local School District Board of Education Drug Testing Policy was 

formed in an effort to deter students from using alcohol and illicit drugs.   This policy 

reflects the Miami East School District Board of Education and the community’s 

strong commitment to establish a truly drug and alcohol free school program. The 

MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOLS Board of Education desires to implement a 

policy which will attempt to provide this district with a safe and healthful student 

program.   

 

The MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOLS have selected student athletes, students who 

participate in extra-curricular activities and students who, along with consent from 

their parents, agree to be tested, for inclusion in the testing pool. This policy applies 

to all athletes, volunteers and extracurricular activities from grades 7-12. 

 
      Motion Passed 

 

F.        APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN  

   THE MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT & MEEA (E-CALAMITY  

   DAYS)         

              Kevin Accurso moved and John Demmitt seconded the motion for approval of the  

   Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Miami East Local School District  

   and the Miami East Education Association (MEEA) to utilize the E-Calamity Day  

   format to conduct class electronically.   

       Motion Passed 

 

 

 



   G.       APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN  

   THE MIAMI EAST LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT & MEASP (E-CALAMITY  

   DAYS)         

               John Demmitt moved and Brandon Fellers seconded the motion for approval of the  

   Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Miami East Local School District  

   and the Miami East Association of Support Professionals (MEASP) to utilize the E- 

   Calamity Day format to conduct class electronically.   

     Motion Passed 

   H.      APPROVAL TO SUPPORT AND CONDUCT CLASS ELECTRONICALLY  

             (E-CALAMITY DAYS) FOR 2021-2022:  

              Mike Rindler moved and Kevin Accurso seconded the motion for approval for the  

   Miami East Local School District to utilize the E-Calamity Day format to conduct  

   class electronically if it is necessary to close schools during the 2021-2022 school  

   year for any of the reasons specified in division (B) of section 3317.01  

   of the Revised Code in excess of the number of days allowed.  

      Motion Passed 

  

I.      APPROVAL OF WESTERHEIDE CONSTRUCTION BID  

 

   Kevin Accurso moved and Mike Rindler seconded the motion for approval of the  

   April 27, 2021, bids that were received for the elementary wing addition. The 

   Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc. recommends the following 

   contract be awarded to Westerheide Construction Company. 

     Motion Passed 
 

 

INFORMATIONAL/DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

Year-End Activities  
Senior Walk May 24 

Field Day (Elementary May 26
th
 & May 27

th
) 

8
th
 Grade Graduation (May 27

th
) 

Elementary Virtual Awards Program/Fun Day   (May 27) 

MEHS Graduation (May 28) 

MEJH Academic Awards – (May 28) 

NJHS Inductions – (May 28) 

5th Grade Outdoor Clap out   (May 28) 

Year End Breakfast (June 1
st
)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS: 

 

      -      Mr. Mike Rindler announced his resignation from the Miami East Board of Education,  

effective May 31, 2021.  Mr. Rindler has been asked to serve in another political office and  

cannot serve on both.   Mr. Rindler thanked the Board and the District for the opportunity to serve in  

such an incredible organization.   

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

   

 

Mike Rindler moved and Kevin Accurso seconded motion to enter executive session for the purpose of 

consideration of the appointment, employment, of a public employee, or official. 

Time In:7:29 p.m.  

 

 

John Demmitt moved and Brandon Fellers seconded motion to reconvene to regular session. 

Time In:10:10 p.m.   

 

   

 

ADJOURNMENT: The Board adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

MIAMI EAST HIGH SCHOOL 

June 21, 2021 – 7:00 P.M.  

 

 

 


